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BRIEF COMMUNICATIONS 

The Alabama Anthropological Society 

The Alabama Anthropological Society, now in its twelfth year, has 
been active since its organization and has accomplished results hardly 
hoped for in the beginning. 1 

To Dr. Thomas M. Owen, founder and first Director of the Depart- 
ment of Archives and History of the State of Alabama, belongs, in a 
large measure, the credit for the organization and success of the Society, 
which grew out of conferences held during the spring of 1909 between 
him and a few interested parties in the city of Montgomery. 

Dr. Owen, when he conceived the idea of the organization of the 
Department of Archives and History in 1901, had, as one of his dreams, 
an archaeological survey of the State of Alabama, which later on, 
through the formation of the Anthropological Society, he was able to 
initiate. Born at Jonesboro, in Jefferson County, Alabama, December 
15, 1866, the son of Dr. William M. Owen and Nancy McAdory (Owen), 
he was always interested in historical research, but began the practice 
of law immediately after graduation from the University of Alabama, in 
1887, and was in practice from that date until 1901, with the exception 
of three years, 1890-1893, spent in the Post Office Department, Wash- 
ington, D. C. While in the latter city he formed the acquaintance of 
men of his own temperament who in later years were able to assist him 
in his aspirations. He was one of the founders of the Southern His- 
torical Association, and Secretary of the Alabama Historical Society 
after its reorganization in 1898, and was connected with all of the his- 
torical movements in the Southern States and with many of national 
scope. 

He was not primarily a naturalist or anthropologist, but was inter- 
ested in both natural history and anthropology. He promoted the organ- 
ization of the Bartram Natural History Society, as well as of several 
patriotic societies, and led in the movement to create a number of his- 
torical, genealogical, and other kindred associations. The thorough, 

1 A notice of the founding of this Society appeared in the American An- 
thropologist (n. s.), vol. ii, no. 2 (Apr.-June, 1909), p. 325, and reports of its 
first six meetings in the following number, pp. 491-497. 
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whole-hearted interest with which he entered into any organization with 
which he associated himself resulted in his connection with practically 
every civic and community movement in the city of Montgomery. He 
married a daughter of Hon. John H. Bankhead, who, on his death, suc- 
ceeded him as Director of the Department of Archives and History. 

With Dr. Owen in the organization of the Alabama Anthropological 
Society were Professor Henry S. Halbert, long time a student of aborig- 
inal history in the lower South, an authority on the Choctaw language, 
and a teacher of reputation ; Peter A. Brannon, an archaeological student 
and collector, a pharmaceutical chemist by profession; Dr. Herbert B. 
Battle, an analytical chemist and President of Battle Laboratory; Edgar 
C. Horton, a meteorologist; and Buckner Beasley, a hardware merchant. 
These six men with two others — J. T. Letcher, a lawyer, and J. H. Pater- 
son, a florist — formed the organization, which now has a membership of 
34, being limited by constitutional provision to 36. Up to the present 
time 67 men have qualified for Active membership, while 52 have been 
enrolled as Associate members, and the Honorary membership is 10 liv- 
ing and 4 deceased. The Society was organized May 13, 1909, and an 
anniversary meeting is held on that date every year. Once each month, 
on the second Monday night, meetings are held in the city of Mont- 
gomery, except from March to November, when they take place at out- 
side points of archaeological interest. Active members are required to 
attend all meetings. By recent resolutions, Non-resident Active mem- 
bers are admitted, but these are not required to participate. To date 
132 meetings have been held. One meeting in each year is set aside as 
the annual outing trip, at which time the entire membership is expected 
to be present and participate in a two-day session at some point in the 
State associated with aboriginal history. 

The objects of the Society are not strictly archaeological in char- 
acter or ethnological in character, but are intended to include, in a broad 
way, everything of an anthropological nature connected with the State's 
history. While the general subject covers in large measure the history 
of the Gulf States, no special study of aboriginal life outside of the 
State is primarily aimed at. 

From its organization until March 25, 1920, Dr. Owen remained at 
the head of the Society, with Dr. H. B. Battle as Vice-President and 
Peter A. Brannon as Secretary. On the death of Dr. Owen, Mr. Bran- 
non was made President, Dr. Battle continuing as Vice-President at his 
own request, because he did not feel that he could give the time to the 
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administrative work of the Society. Mr. Beasley, who from the period 
of organization until 191 5 was Treasurer, was succeeded by Dr. J. P. 
Bibb; R. B. Burnham succeeded P. A. Brannon as Secretary. 

In 1910 the Society issued its first Handbook, which listed the known 
collectors and collections of Alabama material at that date. Further, 
there was shown by counties a list of mounds and earthworks so far 
located. Since then there have been issued a few circulars and papers, 
and the list of mounds and collectors has been added to materially. In 
1920 another Handbook was issued, bringing the list of collectors down 
to that date, showing by local landmarks, and with a brief description, 
the location of all known aboriginal sites in Alabama, nearly two hun- 
dred in number, and containing much material of a bibliographical na- 
ture. It gives a brief resume of the meetings held from May, 1909, 
through December, 1920. On July 1, 1920, the Society began the publi- 
cation of Arrow Points, a little mimeographed bulletin, issued monthly 
to give to the members information and inspiration in their work. The 
bulletin carries about 20 pages in each issue, consisting of drawings, 
photographs, and brief biographical sketches, as well as reports on cur- 
rent explorations, the program of the succeeding meeting, and illustra- 
tions of recent finds. 

The May number, a souvenir issue to commemorate the twelfth 
anniversary of the Society, carries as a supplement a map of twelve 
counties, showing the location of the mound and town sites therein, as 
well as topographical data necessary for the location of them. Another 
feature is the initial article of a survey of Montgomery County, to show 
the mound and town sites in that county. Each of the 44 located mounds 
and some ten or more unnamed town sites will be individually written 
up and illustrated with photographs. It is proposed to run this as a 
feature and gradually cover every county in the State. Montgomery, in 
the center of the State, is known to have been the site of Upper Creek, 
Alibamp, and Shawnee villages and towns, and the Society has located 
all of these known historically, as well as having made a complete survey 
of the entire county. Additional features are the monthly county place- 
name story and numerous photographs, drawings, and reports. Each 
month one county of the State is treated by a member of the Society, 
showing present-day place-names, which have been influenced in some 
way by aboriginal connection, either by name, association, or suggestion. 
The nomenclature of the State is rich in aboriginal suggestions and this 
feature in itself is a rich contribution to the local history of the State. 
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The Society, so far as the writer is aware, is the only one of its kind 
in the country. It is not intended to have the work strictly scientific; 
the historical implications of all our research work are equally held in 
mind. Popular discussions of local conditions, folk-lore, and traditions 
are encouraged. It is planned to make a survey of the State in a his- 
torical way and in an ethnological way and to cover the ground thor- 
oughly. The Society works actively in cooperation with the Alabama 
State Department of Archives and History and makes reports to it, and 
this department has issued its two handbooks, but the monthly bulletin 
has no connection with the Department. The writer, who conceived the 
idea of the bulletin, is, however, directly indebted to the Department of 
Archives and History for much of the material which is used. The 
individual members are encouraged to do current work in the locating, 
mapping, sketching, photographing, and surveying of aboriginal points, 
thereby adding new material to the files of the historical department, as 
well as posting themselves on local conditions as they exist at the 
present time. 

Since the organization of the Society its members have brought 
together as a Society collection a very representative group of archaeo- 
logical objects, now on display in the State Museum, and some six of 
the members have large individual collections which will eventually be 
placed therewith. There are in these six collections more than 75,000 
objects, and there have been added to the collections of the Alabama 
State Department of Archives and History more than 50,000 through 
the Society's work. 

Peter A. Brannon 
Montgomery, Ala. 



